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HYMN
In Hymn, John Barton examines the hazards of two strange yet oddly 
compatible bedfellows, intimacy and solitude. The poems are wide-ranging 
both geographically and structurally, travelling from ancient Greece to 
contemporary Ottawa, speaking in couplets, ideograms and thoroughly 
engaging narratives. Not exactly a pillow book, Hymn may sometimes 
descend towards the lower timbres of the personal and elegiac, but 
throughout, Barton is never averse to a spontaneous repertoire that  
embraces worldly and “unwashed hymns of praise.”

“It would be easy to describe Hymn as a collection of dream recitations, of 
flights on magic carpets and crashes through bewitched mirrors – except for 
the fact that Barton is an eyes-wide-open, no-prisoners kind of guy. He misses 
nothing, not even when he’s asleep. This is not dreamy poetry (anybody can do 
that) but poetry that asks us to dream in the bald daylight, shows us how to 
look lovingly at both the squalor and the garden paths beneath our feet.”  
          – R.M. Vaughan

“These poems are restless, roaming across diverse regions of the earth and 
the human body in eager search of adventure, ecstasy, enlightenment. Their 
ground note is grief, for a world in which tenderness and recognition rarely 
meet, as tectonic plates shift and islands disappear, hymns for our troubled 
time.”           – Di Brandt

“Hymn is the book of a lifetime; it is a true gospel, an honest testament. 
Barton fuses the classicism of Cavafy with the Canuck modernism of Le  
Pan and Pratt and the exquisite, ‘pomo’ music of Moure, to craft lines that  
are tender and powerful. His verses are two-sided – gay and sorrowful –  
but wholly elegiac, poignant. Barton sounds the connections of love and  
the ruptures of life so feelingly, his lyrics spill chills down one’s spine  
even as they fire up one’s heart. Barton is a capital poet and Hymn is 
a supremeachievement: a temple of verse, fiery-tongued, redemptive.” 
          – George Elliott Clarke
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John Barton Converts Canada
In October and November, hear him read from Hymn, his ninth collection of poems. 

“…it is impossible for him not to sing… 
unwashed hymns of praise.”

                         —from “Hymn” 

Hymn by John Barton was published by Brick Books in August 2009. 

The Conversion Tour is sponsored by the Canada Council for the Arts, 
the Writers’ Union of Canada, Brick Books (www.brickbooks.ca), and all 
the reading venues. 

Winnipeg
Thursday, October 8 at 7 pm 
Prairie Fire Reading Series 
McNally Robinson (Travel Alcove) 
Grant Park Plaza 
1120 Grant Avenue 

Friday, October 9 at 7 pm 
Aqua Books 
274 Garry Street

Toronto
Tuesday, October 13 at 8 pm 
Art Bar Reading Series 
Clinton’s 
693 Bloor Street West

Kingston
Wednesday, October 14 at 7 pm 
Poetry & Company 
Wilson Room, Second Floor,  
Central Branch 
Kingston Frontenac Public Library 
130 Johnson Street  

Thursday, October 15 at 1 pm 
Queen’s University 
Watson Hall, Room 517 
Bader Crescent, Queen’s University

Ottawa
Monday, October 26 at 6:30 pm 
Ottawa International Writers Festival 
Saint Brigid’s Centre for the Arts  
and Humanities  
314 St. Patrick Street 
Tickets: $15  
(available in advance or at the door)

Montreal
Thursday, October 29 at 7 pm 
Atwater Poetry Project 
Atwater Library 
1200 Atwater Avenue

Saskatoon
Sunday, November 1 at 8 pm 
Tonight It’s Poetry 
Flint  
259 2nd Avenue South

Calgary
Thursday, November 5 at 7:30 pm 
Flywheel Reading Series 
Pages Books on Kensington  
1135 Kensington Road NW

Please note:  At most venues, John Barton  
will be reading with other poets. 
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